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the peaceful End of the perfeB upright Man 
recommended to Conji 'deration % 
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IN A 

SERMON,| 

OCCASIONED 

By the Death of that learned judicious Divine, 
Dr. John Guysej 

Who departed this Life Nov. 22, 1761, in the 81ft Year 
of his Age. 



( i. ) HtfS 



Psalm xxxvii. 37* 

Mark the PerfeEl man, and behold tht 
Upright ; for the End of that man 
is Peace. 



NONE need to be informed why thefe 
tokens of mourning are ftretched around 
us ; this is an houfe of mourning, be- 
caufe God hath made a folemn breach 
upon it : He hath taken another of his dear and 
valuable Servants to himfelf, One who hath been 
long, and greatly known, (and that particularly by 
you of this Church of Chrift) as a faithful Mi- 
riifter, and an affe&ionate Paftor, for your Souls. 

Yefterday his remains were committed with a 
decent folemnity to the Tomb on which folemri 
occafion, the Church's and the World's Lofs in 
the extinftion of fo confiderable a Light, was 
briefly but affedtionately reprefented by a Reverend 
and Worthy Brother *. This Day we are met 
together to pay the laft public Debt of Chriftian 
Refpeft to his Memory and Worth ; or rather to 
attempt, with the divine Blefling, fome religious 
improvement of a providence, which fo highly 
deferves our moft tievout, and affedtionate Re- 
gards. 

B Deat 
' * >» 
* Th* Reverend Mr, Samuel Itaftrcc* 
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Death, at whatever feafon, and in whatever 
form, affords a very affe&ing and an inftrudtive 
fcene. A parting time between the Mearefl 
friends ! a diffolution of the mod important con- 
nexions and moft engaging tyes ! the tyes whe- 
ther of Nature, or Friendfhip, or Grace, how af- 
fedting, how fplemn, to every thinking mind! 
and a fcene it is as inftru&ive as it is folemn. 
That Wifdom which is from above will power- 
fully engage our attention to the filent Language 
of the Coffin and the Tomb., In itfelf, indeed, 
the leflbn which they teach is altogether gloomy 
and affrighting ; it draws a dreadful dark veil 
over human Nature and all its Glories ; puts a 
final period -to all our prefent poffeflions and pur- 
fuits, and pronQunces in Language which cannot 
be mifunderftood, cc That Man in his beft Eftate 
** is altogether Vanity." But when we turn to 
the lively Oracles of truth, to the Word of faith 
which is preached among you, what a different 
and blifsful profped opens to the Chriftian's Eye ! 
another, a brighter World above, an everlafting 
Reft, a fulnefs of Joy, which lie beyond the 
grave. This is the animating truth the Pfalmift 
Is inculcating throughout this facred Ode. The 
perfect the upright Man ; whatever, of clouds and 
darknefs, of ftorms and tumults, of dangers and 
fears, now ruffle aud difturb his Breaft, while on 
his paffage here below ; yet ere long he will 
attain to the fweet land of Reft ; his latter End 
Ihall be affuredly crowned with everlafting peace* 
tranquillity, and joy. For the prefent, indeed,, 
the wicked may feem to profper and fpread forth 
his branches, as if they were to be ever green,, 
ve*. 35. but it is appearance all, and nothing, 
more. For the Tranjgreffbrs Jhall be dejlroyed, the 
£t?J ef the wicked Jhall be qua of, ver. 38. In 
2 
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#re£fc and beautiful contraft with which awful 
truth, ftands the ftriking and chearing paffage, 
we havje fingled out, to employ our ferious medi- 
tations, in the prefent fdrvice. Mark the PerfeSi 
Man and behold the Upright \ for the End of that 
man is Peace. Words, which afford us feveral 
moft weighty notes of Inftru&ion. They inform 

us " That among Adatifs guilty and dege- 

" nerate Race, there are fome to he found, who 
iC by the grace of God, anfwer to the Character 
<% of perfedt, upright peirfons — That thefe, how- 
" ever excellent and eminent in their Day, mult 
" come to their End here, as well as others.— - 
" However, that the End of all fuch, whenever 
4< it fhall come, will be peaceful and happy. — 

And therefore it is the Duty and Intereft of us 
" all, fuitably to mark and obferve all fuch. per- 

fons, both in their lives, and in their End." 

The pertinency of thefe Remarks, will, I hope* 
fully appear by a diftindt, tho* Jbrief Enquiry, 
into the following particulars. 

I. Whom are we to underftand by the perfed 
and upright Man ? 

II. How, and in what refpedfcs, the End of 
fuch will be Peace ? 

III. In what way, and to what Ends, 'tis our 
Duty and Intereft to notice all fuch, both in 
their Lives and Deaths ? 

I. Let us attend a little to the charadter of the 
perfons, who are here intended ; whom are we to 
Underftand by the terms here ufed ? The Perfedt, 
the Upright ! True, it is eafy to conceive that 



<he fmiles of a righteous and holy God ; but 
•where -Can fuch an one be fourvd axroft^ ^ 




ever blefled with the favour, and 
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fons of imperfection and woe ? — Righteoufnefs, 
Uprightness, Perfe&ion, are terms which befpeak 
the rational Creature's due and becoming confor- 
mity to the Law or Will of his Creator. Our 
text fays, mark Perfection, behold Uprightnefs, 
fcfc. but who, where, is the man to whom per- 
fection may be afcribed ? If (fays the Apoftle *) 
we fay we have no Jin we deceive ourfehes, and 
the truth is not in us. There is not a juft man 
upon earth who doetb good, and Jinneth not f. 

To obviate an objection . which entirely veils 
the comfort and glory of the text, it is neceflary 
to obferve, there are two kinds of perfection of 
which the Scriptures fpeak. 

i. There is a legal Perfection. The Law of 
our Creation was a tranfcript of the divine Holi- 
nefs, founded on the Nature as well as on the 
Will of God ; its requirements therefore are ex- 
aft, and its fentence uniform; it pronounceth 
none PerfeS but tho r e who yield an abfolute and 
finlefs obedience to its commands. The End was 
God's glory and the felicity of his Creature. Ac- 
cordingly man was endowed with a perfection of 
nature fuited to his Relation and End \ his capa- 
cities and powers tallied exactly with the purity 
and perfection of the Law he was under, God made 
man upright ; he was formed after the bright and 
.perfett image of his Creator, came fpotlefs and 
pure out of his Maker's hand, and an obedience 
moft flawlefs and entire was, in a ftate of Inno- 
cency, both man's attainment and Delight, But 
alas! how foon, how fuddenly,.is the Gold become 
dim, and the .fine gold tarnifhed and changed J / 
All flefh hath corrupted ita way-- — Moft certain 
it is, that all have finned, and are come fhort of 
the Glory of God ||. But 

2. There 

9 fjohn I 8, f Ecc. vii. 2*. % Sam. to. i . \ Rom, iiu z 
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2. There is alfo an evangelical perfedtion. By 
the breach of the Law, or firft Covenant, there 
is an End of all perfedtion, by that tenure. Law, 
be it moral or ceremonial, maketh nothing per- 
fect, relative to the finners confeience and ftaie. 
It requires perfedtion, but it gives none; unlefs 
it be that of mifery to thofe who die in their fins : 
But, blefled be God, the bringing in of a better 
hope does*. The new Covenant, which is rati- 
fied and fealed by the Wood of the Mediator, 
opens a new, and efFedtual door of hope to the 
Church of God purity and perfedtion flow from 
a new and everlafting fource ; a perfedt righteouf- 
nefs for the Juftification of a Believer's Perfon, 
and the Spirit of Holinefs for the renovation of 
his heart and nature, are the two grand Articles 
of new-covenant provifion. Tho' the perfedtion 
of innocency is not to be found amongft finful 
men, yet are thofe to be found among them, who 
according to the tenor of the Covenant of Grace, 
are not only called to be perfedt, but are declared 
to be fo : Of holy Job 'tis faid, the Man was per* 
feft and uprights one that feared God and avoided 
Evil f. Of Noah alfo 'tis witnefied, that be was 
a jujl man and perfeSt in bis Generation Abra- 
ham alfo chearfully received the divine injundtion, 
Walk before me and be thou perfeB ||, &c. Yet it 
is well known thefe ancient worthies were not 
without their finful imperfedtions, and infirmities 

many 

It is evidently in this new-covenant, evangeli- 
cal fenfe and ufage of the terms, that we are to 
underftand the text before us. Men, who are yet 
in this imperfedt world, and ftate men who are 
fenfibly furrounded with infirmities and fins, to 

their 

' * Heb. vii. 1 9. + Job, 1. 1 . % Getu ^ \^a«^ 
xv'n. 1. 
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their daily trial, humiliation, and grief; yet in 
refpeft to their fpiritual ftate, and their prevailing 
difpofitions, a&ions, and purfuits thro' grace, are 
fuch as the righteous and holy God deems, and 
deals with as perfed and upright in his fight, 
^nd declares (as in the text) concerning them, 
that their End ihall be Peace. 

Here- then the aueftjon returns, " Who are 
" perfiaft and upright perfons in a Gofpel fenfe ?" 
'Tis anfwer'd, " Scripture and common language 
" give us both a more general and a more limited 

application of the terms they are applied 
ekfeer tt> tjie grace wherein every Chriftian ftands,. 
or «lfe th$y denote the diftinguifliing meafures of 
k, with which fome are favoured. 

x. By the perfect upright Man, underftand 
every real Chriftian as fuch ; Every Gofpel -be- 
Sever* true Convert, feal Saint, or whatever 
other Name thofe may go by, whom God has 
Called by his grace unto the knowledge and fel- 
lowship of his Sqn Chrift Jefus : All thefe come 
within the charafter . and defign of our text. Id 
every age, the Lord hath had a feed to ferve him 
whom be hath accounted to bimfelf for a genera- 
tion ;vthis<is the generation of them that feek bim*< 
— The generation of the Righteous f, whom he 

favours with his prefence the Generation of 

ibt Upright which fhall be bleffed^.— They are 
taught of the Lord, and" devoted to his fears 
taught by his word and fpirit, cordially to believe 
what. God hath revealed; thankfully to receive 
what he hath to give dutifully to perform what 
he hath enjoined, and patiently to bear what he 
pleafeth to allot them. Such are enabled by fpe~ 
ci'al and fovereign Grace fidutially to build on the 
foundation God hath laid ; humbly to exercife 

the 

•Pfal. xxiv. 6. f Pfal. xiv. 5. \ PfeL cxii. z. % 
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the feveral graces he hath implanted ; confcien- 
tioufly to employ the talents he has given v de- 
voutly to obferve the ordinances he hath appoint- 
ed, and chearfully to walk in the paths which his 
wifdom has paved. 

There are three things more efpecially, by 
which the propriety and force of the Exprelfion 
will appear. 

Firft, All real Chriftians are called perfeSl and 
upright, in refpefl: to their fpbitual Jiate before 
God. This is a ftate of friendfliip and favour* 
of peace and communion ; Gofpel-Believcrs arc 
all perfectly reconciled, accepted, juftified, and re- 
ftored to the favour of an offended God; and 
this in vertue of a perfeSl rigbteoufnefs received by 
faith. In the matter of a finner*s pardon and 
acceptance with God, his hopes and expectations 
are not direfted to a righteoufnefs to be wrought 
out by him, but to a righteoufnefs which is fi- 
nifhed for him, viz. the righteoufnefs of the 
great Mediator and Surety of the Church, This 
was the fpecial Errand of the incarnate Saviour, 
when he vifited our World, viz. to finijh tranf- 
greffion, and make an End of Sins, and fo fafyg in 
an everlajling Righteoufnefs *. And thisjlghteoUf- ' 
nefs, we are afTured, is unto, and upon M them that 
believe^... What cquH no^be •btained by the 
works of tke. Law; thus m^de ours by the 
hearing of Faith \. For by him % all that believe 
are juftified from all things, from which they could 
not be juftified by the Law of Mpfes ||. The Doc- 
trines of free Grace, and an imputed righteouf- 
nefs, have met with great obloquy and oppofition 
in every age ; but they ftand among the moft 
precious and interfiling truths of divine Revela~ 

tion % 

* Dan. ix, 24. f Rom. iii. zz. %Gs2Lvk.i. \^&» 

xii'u 39. 
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tion, and yield a moft fafe and folid balls to the 
Chriftian's confidence and hope both living and 
dying. How can it be otherwife, while it is fo 
exprefsly declared, " Cbrift is the End of the Law 
c< for righteoufnefs to every one that believes * ? 

That there is now no condemnation to them that 
<4 are in Cbrift Jefus f ; And that being juftified 
ct by faith we have peace with God, thro 9 our 
" Lord Jefus Cbrift £, &c." The Believer's ftate 
then does not alter and vary with his frames ; no, 
blefled be God, a ftate of grace is fixed and a- 
biding ; the righteoufnefs of Chrift is a fure foun- 
dation, under all our own humbling imperfections 
and. fears * y here we may depend, here we may 
ftill reft our caufe, and ground our plea, for 
here is God's own provifion for our truft and 
triumph too : In the Lord Jhall all the Seed of 
Ifrael be juftified and Jhall glory ||. In this fenfe 
Believers are now moft perfeft and complete in 
Chrift their Head, tho* they ftill have fo much 
amifs within themfelves. And hence the Apoftle 
challenges Men and Devils too, to alledge any 
thing that fhall prove a bar to the true Believer's 
juftification and acceptance with God. Who Jhall 
lay afy thing to the charge of God's Eleft ? It is ' 
God that juftifies. Who is he that condemns ? It is 
Chrift that died^ &c. — And all this is aDo&rine 
according to Godlinefs. For, 

Secondly, Believers are perjeft and upright in a 
Gofpel fenfe, in refpeft to the ruling T emper and 
inward difpojitions of their hearts. We read of 
an abundance of grace beftowed with this gift of 
righteoufnefs. Much more they who receive abun- 
dance of grace and of the gift of righteoifnejs 
Jhall reign in life by one J ejus Chrift *||. A change 

of 

* Rom. x. 4* f Rom. viii. i. + Rom. v. i. || lfa. 
jt/r. 25. j Rom. viii. 33. *;| Roni. v. 17. 
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iliange of ftate, and a change of heart, always g<r 
together ; God makes thofe righteous whom he 
reckons and pronounces to be fo, his Judgment 
is always according to truth ; Righteoufnefs im-< 
puted, and Righteoufnefs imparted can never be 
levered : Regeneration is revealed, not merely as 
a Doftrine to be believed, but alfo a* a Faff to be 
experienced : 'Tis well, to receive it as an article 
in our Creed, but the great concern is, to have it 
exemplified in our hearts. Hence we read of a 
Hew heart of God's giving, and a new man of 
God's creating. A new heart alfo will I give 
you *, &c. Put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs -f . This 
new, this hidden man of the hearty is the work-* 
manfhip of God ; it is continually fpoken of, ag 
the immediate effeft of power divine for we arc 
his workman/hip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good 
works ^ &c. Believers are feminally perfedt (if 
I may fo exprefs it,) being born of an* incorruptible 
feed, thro 9 the word of the living God || ; and his 
feed, remaineth in them. The new birth is 
not a new name, or new femiments, but a new 
nature ; the Spirit of life from Chrift Jefus 
diffufes a new and facred bias, or tin&ure, 
thro' all the powers of the Soul, whereby it be- 
comes ipiritually alive unto God : The feeds of 
iincerity, uprightnefs, and holinefs, take root in 
the' heart, which were not there before ; and thus 
the Chrifti^n is one that is habitually and prevail- 
ingly difpofed and principled for God and good- 
nefs : Many imperfe&ions indeed continue to at- 
tend, his heart, and a&ions \ imperfeftions which 
others may often difcover, but which he himfelf 
wilt oftner lament ; and thus it mufi be> till that 

C % which 

# Ezek. xxxvl 26. fEph.iv. 24. %"E^\k.u»\o. 
i. 2$. compared with 1 John iii. 9, 
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which is perfeft Jhall come, and then that which fo 
in part, jh all be done away No room i& there 
for averting an abfolute finlefs perfeflion attainable 
in this life •, fcliis is to contradift the plaineft de- 
clarations of the word, and the univerfal expe- 
rience of the Saints ; and they who pretend to 
have thus attained, muft needs be greatly ignoranf 
of the fpirituality and perfe&ion of G*xTs holy 
Law, or of the deceitfulnefs of fro and their own 
hearts : Let fuch have a fhare in our pity, and 
our prayers, while we continue to attend to tfec 
propriety and fpirit of the character before u£: 
Regenerate perfbns live not without fin, yet are 
they pronounced perfeft and upright men, and 
that with the greateft juftice and beauty of ex- 
predion ; for tho* there is not a perfe&jon of de- 
grees, there is a perfection in its kind, to be found 
with them : As a' new-born infant is a perfect per* 
Ton, as tru^ly as when he arrives at a fulnefs qJ 
ftature. Jfa was not without his failings, bat 
Jfa\ heart was perfeSt with the Lardf. £jkI 
Hezekiah's life was not without offence, yet H(z$± 
kiah walked with a perfeSl heart before t he Lor d% , 
—Oh ! firs, it is a radical mercy to have our 
hearts perfe&, or right with G$d 9 in all our de- 
votions and all our obedience ; and this is the 
great internal difference which the Grace of God 
makes, between the faint and the firmer. What 
the firmer does, he does feignedty and as coqh 
pelled occafionally to religious duties ; but whit 
the faint does, is heartily, fincerely performed, and 
with a willing mind, as in the fight of God ; ha 
a&s upon principle and his fruit remain* ||. That 
which is fundamental to a life of progreffivc ho-? 
iinefs here and of perfe&ioir hereafter, r& that 

heavenly 

* i Cor. xiii/ia f i Kings xv, 14. % t-K4np.au.- 5. 

Tjohnxv. 16. . - * 
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fcefctenly feed, that living fpark of Spiritual Life 
irtd JJght, which the Holy Spirit tonveys into 
the Soul, when we are born again. Grace is that 
teaVejMy fpark which ttieets with many things to 
*iarnp and check k, in this world of fin and dark- 
tiefs ; feat it i* a Ipark of life ^rtd immortality* 
Ttfkfch the powers of Earth and Hell combinedj 
fliall never be able wholly to extinguifh : Thi* 
fiWted Gdal <*f thinfej Chriftian, they (hall nevef 
buettch; the' it be buried much in the alhes df 
frai&y atvA ht^erfe&ion now, ere long it will 
ft*i**s i-eVive and brighten into a clear, a fhining 
ah tfhfe'Jftiftgui&ablfe flame of Love, Devotion* 
ttnd 4fafcft fcxtatk Joy ; a Joy unfpeakable and fwH 
of <5l6ty. &nce more, 

Thitilfy, The chaftufter of PerftB and Upright 
fcd&ngn to fevery real Chriftian alfo, in refpeft to 
the ttotir Sf his external affive life and deportment 
in ihi #bffl. This is, indeed, that which falls 
prop&iy urifler h(iman notice and obfervation : 
w fhake but ftiferable work in judging of oni 
artofcherVteafts $ thac'i the prerogative of God 
kidnfe : But a man's prevailing /pint, temper^ and 
£onduclj come more within our reach if the Tree 
be gfc&d, futh Will the fruit be alfo. Hence the 
fafe khd ganeral rule of judging, " He that doeth 
*' tight eoufnefs is righteous, every one that doeth 
fight eoxfnefs is born of God* \ but itfbofoever doeth 
not rightevufnefs is mt of God f." Where a 
man** heart is right ^ith God, the general ftrearrf 
of hi$ difpofmonfc and adlions will Sufficiently 
fhew it : Religion is not a profefiion, but a life; 
*tis not a calking of gobdnefs, Sincerity, upright- 
ness, and other virtues, but a putting them in 
praftice,- in a Gofpel Spirit, and to a Gofpel. 
End. Neither is it the warmly abetting this or 
the other principle, or party, however good 5 but 

c % * 

* 1 John ii: f 7, 10. -\ CYittp. Y\. 
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a confcientibus walking and a&ingin the £aitl| 
and fear of the Lord : A man may have great 
Light, abilities and gifts, and. yet have little 
goodi\efs ; for if his opinions and knowledge do 
v not fuitably influence his temper and a&ions, the 
whole Bible is againft him, " Such a man's reli- 
<c gion and profpe£ls are vain.* 9 — The Chriftian in- 
deed is one, that is taught of grace, not to live 
to himfelf, but to Chrift Jefusthe Lord \ having 
believed in God> he knows it is his will, he fhould 
carefully maintain good works *. The jtfft^ indeed, 
Jhall live by his faith f ; but it is a faith which i? 
lively and operative ; a faith which worketb by 
hove, and which hath its fruit unto holinefs ; a 
faith which lives upon Chrift, and lives to him; 
faith without works is dead, and a dead faith will 
never be faying without faith it is impofftble to 
pleafe God$ ; and without holinefs. none Jhall fee 
him I. A due imprefllon of thefe facred truths 
on the heart and confcience, powerfully teaches 
to deny all ungodlinefs and worldly lufls^ and to live 
right eoujly, fcberly^ andgcdly in thisprefent world § - 9 
which is the genuine ambition and aim of the 
Saint indeed. , ; 

Thefe things feem to anfwer to the principal 
fcope and fpirit of the text ; which is defign'd to 
hold forth to us the blefiednefs of all the righteous 
in their latter Fnd, and the peaceful beatific fcene, 
' which fhall open to their view, when time, to 
them, fhall be no more. But there is a farther 
Idea in the Words, which I am not willing en- 
tirely to negleft. 

(2.) The Words, in a more limited application 
of them, ferve to exprefs the fpecial and diftin- 
guifhing meafure of fpiritual endowments^ with 

which 

•Tit. in. 8. tHab.ii.4. JHcb.xi.6. || Hcb. xii. 14, 
f.Tit.ii. 12. 
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.jtfhich fotne of th& Children of God are favoured^ 
<Xhe Church of God is ftiled the .4*4? of CMifif 
and all believers are members in particular * . . Nome; 
as it is in the natural, fo it is .in the myftical 
jbody of which \ye are fpeaking ; all the members 
jare not of equal fize, or of equal office, and ufe 5 
ibme are railed to an eminency of ftation, or of 
office in their day, above many others : And of 
•jthofe who .are called to a famenefs of office or 
ftation, how greatly, do they differ in their refpecj- 
tive abilities, difpofitions, adivity, and fuccefs. 
•The Trees of rigbteoufnefs are all the planting of 
the Lord, and h$ is glorified in them f ; but all are 
not of equal fruitfulnefs or equal growth. There 
are diversities of gifts, all from the fame Spirit, 
fuobo divide tb Jo tvery man fever ally as be will$. 
Thus in point of office, at the beginning of Chri- 
stianity we read, God fet forth in the Church firfi 
Apojtles^fecondarily Prophets^ thirdly T eacbers, with 
fielps, Governments ||, &c. And ever fince in a 
more ordinary way, the Churches of Chrift have 
been fupplied with Officers and Inftruments, for 
their inftru&ion . $rtd good ; and thefe fupplied 
Vrith fpiritual gifts, fuited to the work allotted 
them in their generation. But while to every 
of God's faithful fervants is grace given according 
to the meafure of the gift of, Chrift § how great, 
how confpicuous the difference which is feen a- 
mong them ! Some have excelled in point of tar 
lents and abilities ; a richnefs of furniture, both 
natural and acquired. Others have been blefled 
with a more than ordinary fhare of minijlerial 
gifts, which have rendered them remarkably ac- 
ceptable and ufeful in their day : Some again, 
have been diftinguiflied by the folidity of their 

judgments^ 

• 1 C&r. xii. 27. f Ifa. lxi. 3. - % 1 Cor. xii. v—**'- 
I V«r. 22. $ Eph. iv. 7, 
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judgments, the fteadinds of their principles, the 
integrity and uprightnds of tfaek oonduft and 
Cheir aims : While others have rendered them* 
felves dear to all around them, by the fweetheft 
of their temper and difpofition ; their candour* 
their prudence, their humility and love, conneft*- 
ed with a well-tempered zeal, a&ivity, and in- 
fluence, in promoting the interefts of real Reli- 

£*on : And others have (hone with a greater 
ftre ftill, in eminent Piety, exalted devotion, 
and an unafie&ed fervor and Ipirituality of mind, 
nix'd with the tendered compaffion and concern 
for the eyerlafting interefts of immortal Souls : 
Thefe are all ufually honour'd in their day, with ' 
ibme happy meafule of ufefulnefs ahd fuccefe.— ■ 
But when thefe excellent qualities have in a good 
meafure met and united in the fame perfon ; a 
"more perfeB and finiflfd character (till, 'hath been 
fjrefented to view, such as thefe become more 
fright exemplifications of the charader in the 
text, and ferve to adorn the religion they profeft, 
and to edify the Church of God, at a more than 
common rate. A few fuch pillars and illuftrious 
venfamples to the Flock, hath Chrift raifed up, ih 
the feveral ages of the world, to be as Lights up- 
on an Eminence, for thofe that follow after to 
look upon, and take afliftance and direction, frotti 
them ; as far as they obtained mercy to be faith- 
ful. The Patriarchs Noah, Abraham, Jeh, David, * 
and the reft, were ftiled ferfeft and upright per- 
Ions not merely becaufe they were Saints and 
faithful in their generations, but alfo to expreft 
the Eminency of their attainments, and the Luftre 
of their lives $ the eminency of their Faith, their 
•Patience, their Obedience and Zeal for God* 
;which fhone illuftrioufly in the general Courfe of 
their Lives and A&ions. The word- [Perfeff] 
5 hath 
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bath much th$ fame caft, when ufed by the A* 
ppftle i Cor. ii. 6. Howbeit we /peak wifdam among 
them that are pet fi8. *• And let us therefore, as 
many as be perfeft* be thus minded *. Perfons of 
fuch exalted metfures o£ Grace, Abilities, and 
Gifts, move in a larger fphere, and are of more 
extentf ve influence and ufe ; whea therefore they 
are removed by Death, they are a public Lofs to 
the Church, and to the World; they cannot be 
removed, without being fenfibly mified •, nor their 
k>& fuftained, 'without a general groan : All real 
Cbriftians are a common good, as they contiv 
bute in fome degree to the benefit and advantage 
of mankind ; but when ftarjs of the firft magra* 
tude are extingui&ed, it may well draw a tear 
from every eye. ■»■ »" ■ 

Here then it may be juftly enquired, why thefe 
Stars, thefe Pillars, thefe Patterns and Guides to 
others, even the Excellent of the Earth,, who can 
heib ill fparfld, are yet fo foon removed ? or if 
thqr Lives are lengthened out to a little longer 
date, fo loon out-live themfelves ? out-live their 
faculties, and powers for farther fervice ? The An- 
fwer is at hand ; " Bccaufe to every one of hii 
** fervants.Chrift hath allotted both his work and 
" his reward" David* when be bad ferved bis 
generation by the wiU of God fell on fieep f. The 
.Fathers, where are they ? and the Prophets, do 
they live for ever ? No ! They are but earthen 
veflels, into which God puts even the moft of hi$ 
heavenly treafure ; and earthen veflels are eafily 
broken, and fo unfitted for farther ufe. " Mi- 
" nifters under the Gofpel, are no: more capable 
<c to continue, by reafon of Death, than Aaron 
" and his fbns were^ under the Law they muft 
die as well as others > and it is no fmajl mercy 

* fkH lis. if. \ A&s %f>. 
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i»hen iifefulnels and life are wound up together* 
When their day is fully fpent, and their work & 
wholly done, their wife and gracious Lord in-* 
dulges them with Leave to retire to their Reft : 
And there is a reft remains for the people of God *. 
He would take none of his people out of this- 
world, had he not a better to beftow upon them ; 
but they depart, and it is for this very End, that 
they may enter upon their Reft, and enjoy their 
Reward. The Apoftle "fopn was commanded to 
write it down as an allured truth : 14 Blejfed are 
*' the Dead who die in the Lord from henceforth j 
yea, faith the Spirit, for they reft from their La- 
bors, and their Works follow them f . Let this 
cheer the heart of the weary Pilgrim in his way ! 
let it animate the fpiritual Soldier amidft his moft 
trying and dangerous conflicts, ftill to fight the 
good fight of faith, and ftand his ground againft 
the powers of darknefs ; for yet a little while, 
and a final period will be put to all his confli&s 
and every toil they fhall be happily exchanged 
for Eafe, and Peace, and everlafting Reft.^— 

Thus we are naturally led to a few thoughts 
alfo upon the latter part of our text, The End of 
that Man is Peace, This is the blefied aflertion 
in the words, by which the certain prize of our 
high calling is fet before us, to animate the Chri- 
•ftian in his courfe, and alleviate the fatigues and 
burdens in his way. 

II. We enquire how, or in what refpeffs, the 
End or Exit of the Perfeft and Upright 
will be Peace. 

One grand property of real Religion, is the 
making us wifely confideratc of our latter End*: 

The 

fHeb. iv. 9. . -^R^.xw. \v 



the gay and giddy multitude of mankind ar£ 
Vainly and criminally bufying themfelves, about 
the bubbles the fliadows of an hour, while the 
vaft concerns of an eternal fcene lie quite neg- 
le&ed and forgot : This drew from Aiofes's Lips 
that companionate afpiration, " Oh that they were 
" wife^ that they underftood this, that they would 
4i omfider their latter end*. And to the fame 
holy and important End, the Pfalmifl in this 
whole context is giving a true and an affeSing 
Eftimate of human life, and the things which 
will foliow. True wifdom weighs not only Ac- 
tions) but Ends ; not only appearances, but their 
final iflues : From prefent appearances in this 
world of fin and forrow, the fuperficial Mind will 
be tempted to pronounce the wicked happy; and 
the iqoft faithful followers of the Lamb, of all 
other*, to be the moft miferable ; and if in re- 
aped to this life only we bad bopef, the Apoftle al- 
lows, it would really be fo : But mark the perfeSl 
tfMHj and behold the upright^ for the End of that 
man is peace : This is a divine affertion, and he 
th^t has made it* will make it good * for the te/ii- 
mny of the Lord is fure, making wife the fmple%. 

Now this truth may be confider'd as holding 
good <in three refpe&s In refpeft to their ex- 
ternal Circumftanoes in which they leave the 
World.— Their inward Temper and Frame with 
Which they refign their Breath. — And principally, 
with refped to the bleffed ftate upQn which they 
enter. 

i. We may take into confederation the external 
CircumftanceSy in which God's Saints and Servants 
often take their leave of the prefent world. This 
world indeed, is but an inhofpitable clime, for 
the Heirs of Glory. .The great Apoftle hath 

D \s3& 
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told us, " All that will live godly in Ghrift Jefus, 
" Jhall fuffer perfecution * ; and Ids or more 'tis 
every Chriftian's Lot. There is, indeed, the 
greateft fovereignty difplay'd in Providence as 
well as Grace. Some of God's Children have 
been favoured with a remarkably peaceful and 
eafy paflage thro* life, to what many others have 
found. The Rod of the wicked is not fuffered 
always to reft oh the lot of the righteous, nor is 
every faithful fervant called to a fiery trial. We 
of this age and nation inherit the fruits of our 
fore-fathers prayers : we can never fufficiently 
prize the mercies we enjoy : Long indeed, thro* 
an indulgent Providence and the beft of Princes, 
our Churches have bad reft from the Perfccutors 
fword ; oh ! that it were indeed to be added, 
that walking in the- fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghoft they are daily multiplied^ ! 
However, for the moft part, the Church of 
Chrift has been as a Lilly among thorns ; and the 
beft of Saints have had their fight of affliftions : 
Many a fore and bitter conflict, many a coarfe 
and cruel handling have fome of thofe endured 
for righteoufnefs fake, who thro* faith and pa- 
tience now inherit the promifes. Yet it is highly 
worthy to be remark'd, (according to the prefent 
interpretation of the text,) that after the greateft 
trials and conflicts, which God's faithful fervants 
■have met with in the world, they have often had 
the honour of making their Exit in Circum- 
. ftances of Peace. Luther and Calvin, thofe two 
eminent Lights and Inftruments of Reformation, 
had the whole Antichriftian World up in arms 
againft them ; yet, to the praife of a holy and 
gracious Providence let it be remember'd, both 
of them efcaped the hands of their fierceft foes, 

and 
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and refigned their fpirits to God in beds of fafety 
and of peace. 

But farther, however it be as to thefe things, 
there is another circumftance of peace, which at- 
tends the dying Saint ; tho* his Enemies whether 
public or private will not be at peace with him, 
he is fure to die in peace with them; that wif- 
dom which is from above is firji pure, then 
peaceable** &c. Refentment, Malice and Re- 
venge, are lufts of the flelh, or rather of the mind, 
which it has been his great concern in life, by 
the help of Grace, wholly to mortify and fub- 
due : What then are the injuries, or bafeft infults 
of the wicked to a dying Saint ? They ferve to 
raife his pity and compaflion for them, and to 
furnifh out matter for one prayer more before he 
leaves the world : He cordially adopts the Lan- 
guage of his expiring Lord, Father forgive them* 
for they know not what tbey do f. — But 

2. The aflertion before us may be underffood 
of the internal temper and frame with which he 
refigns his breath. Whatever be the Believer's out- 
ward circumftances at Deadi, the material point 
is peace and ferenity of Heart. The great en- 
quiry with many at a dying bed is, Do you 
M die in peace with all men ?" But a much greater 
pne is diis : Have you peace with God ? Is i,t 
peace within ? Being jujlified by faith, have you 
peace with God thro' our Lord Jefus Chrifi ? Does 
the God of hope fill you with all peace and joy in 
believing* and caufe you to abound in hope thro 9 
the power of the Holy Ghoft j ? When this is 
the cafe, dying work, however irkfome and dif- 
treffing to nature, becomes eafy and pleafant 
work to the Chrillian : God, for fovereign and 
wife ends, is .pleafed indeed, (as a Divine of Note 
D 2 in 

* Jam, iii. 17. f Lake xxiti. 34. % * N • v V 
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in the laft age exprefles it) " to put his Children 
iC fometimesto bed, in the dark:" All do not 
die comfortably, who die fafely ; 'tis one thing to 
die trufting, and another triumphing but fuch 
3$ have been enabled to walk clofely with Gods 
and to perfevere fiducially in his fervice and fear, 
are not ynfreqqentjy favoured with fome reali- 
zing and elevating profpedts, of the bright world 
before them : The Love of God Ihed abroad ii| 
the heart creates a perfect calm within ; a fweet 
ferenity of foul, which is undifturbed by evei* 
the agonies of nature : Then the heavenrbom 
foul can take its leave of all, and bid farewell, 
without relutftance ; his coipforts and his former 
cares $rc all compofedly refign'd, or rather iq. 
faith committed to a gracious, a faithful, a never- 
failing God. He fmiles in the face of Death, 
and looks down into the tfark cold tomb with 4 
fong of ohearfulnefs, if not of triumph, on his 
tongue ; Ob, Death, where is thy Sting ? oh Grave, 
where is tbjviliory*? &c. For 

3. The End of that man is peace, in refpedk 
to the hleffed World, to which he is going. How-? 
ever it be with a dying Saint, either as to circum- - 
ftances or frames, the End of fuch is peace, as tQ 
the (late of enjoyment on which he is entering. 
The Prophet lfaiah hath loqg fince affured thf 
Church, that the Righteous pall enter into peace % 
they frail reft in their beds, each one walking in bif 
ftprightnefs f ; L e. " They who have walked 
* 4 uprightnefs before the Lord in their generation, 
* € when taken froni this evil world (hall aflured- 
" ly enter upon a world of peace, and after all 
* c their forrows and toils fliall everlaftingly reft, 

\n their beds of eafe and glory To which 
tfre new-teft^rnent Scripture is an Echo, Bkjfei 

&ve 
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are the Dead which die in the Lord—mibat tbey 
may reft from their labours, &c. Believers have 
all an intereft in that grand article of the Re- 
deemer's interceflion : " Father 1 will that the? 
" alfo whom thou baft given me, he with me where 
c « J am, that they may beheld my glory *, &c." 
They may therefore fully count of meeting with 
his ready welcome when they have done with' 
Time : " Come ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the 
" Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
'« of the World f." And then, in the higheft 
fenfe, the work of rigbteoufnefs Jball be peace, and 
tho effc8 of rigbteoufnefs fhall be quietnefs and of* 
furance for ever J. It can't be otherwife, when 
they fhall find themfelves rid of every pain and 
every toil, every cloud and every fear; raifed 
above the reach of temptations and fnares, of fins 
and forrows of every kind ; blefied and ravifh'd 
with an uninterrupted vifion of God and the 
Lamb, in wbofe delightful prefence there is a ful- 
nefs of Joy, and at bis right band are pleasures 
for evermore ||. 

But time forbids all farther enlargement here. 
What remains, is 

III. To make fome application and improve- 
ment of the fubjeft. 

This is the duty enjoin'd us in the text, mark 
and behold. God will not have his faithful Saints 
pnd Servants unnoticed in their Lives or Deaths » 
there is much to be feen in both, which highly 
deferves our confideration and regard: 'Tis our 
duty and intereft %oo, carefully to notice and be- 
Jiolc} then). 

Heit 

Moho xvii. 24. , f ftftt, xxr, 3^ \ Ik. xu&V vj « 
f fifon *ri. 11. 
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Here 1 might illuftrate the Duty ill hand, by 
fuggefting in what particulars, and to what fpe- 
cial Ends, we ought to mark the Perfeft and 
behold the Upright. 

This we certainly ought to do — " In their cba- 
44 raSler and deportment in life, for our Pattern 
44 and imitation. — In their ufefulnefs and fucce£es y 
44 for our gratitude and fraife to the Fountain 
44 of our mercies. — In their Remove* as a Lofs to 
" us, and to the world ; for our Lamentation and 
44 Regret. — And in their Exit and End, for our 
44 encouragement and Joy: for our Joy, to think 
€< that our Lofs is their aflured and greateft gain ; 
V* and for our Encouragement, while walking in 
44 their fteps, that ere long we alfo (hall be 
i4 cloathed upon, with our houfe, which is from 
46 heaven." But all that can be attempted of 
this kind muft be in immediate conneftion with 
the prefent mournful occafion. 
. I doubt not, my Friends, but in the charafter 
we have been confidering, and the blefled End we 
have been defcribing, your own thoughts have 
been before me, in a juft and an afFeftionate ap- 
plication. Thefe decent and fignificant tokens 
of mournig, ferve loudly to fpeak, 44 Know ye 

not that there is a great man fallen in Ifrael*" 
A finilh'd charafter indeed, I .have neither fkill 
nor inclination to attempt. Panegyrick, how- 
ever moderate and juft, is miftaken by mahy for 
fulfome flattery. How far then, the facred Cha- 
rafter and End on which our thoughts have been 
employed, are applicable to the cafe of our dear 
and venerable Friend deceafed, I fhall greatly leave 
to your own judgments to determine. But fome- 
thing is expefted in a funeral difcourfe, and a 
jiarration of fafts can give no reafonable um- 
brage. 4 Your 
^ 2 Sam. ni. 



4 Your worthy, arid much honour'd Paftor £r; 

* John Gujfty was originally of Hertford^ born of 

* moft pious and worthy parents ; blefled with £ 
4 ftri&ly religious Education ; and it pleafed God 
4 to call him very early by his Grace, fo that he 

* was admitted a member of the Church of Pro- 

* teftant Diflenters in that town, at fourteen years 
4 -of age. His views were alfo very early, to- 

* wards the work of the Miniftry 5 accordingly 
4 all his youthful years were fpent in clofe appli* 

* cation to ftudy, under the dire&ion of feveral 

* worthy and able Inftru&ors * firft in the learn- 

* ed languages, and then in the feveral branches 

* of Academical Erudition : He entered upon the 

* Miniftry in his twentieth year, and Providence 
4 foon opened a door for his public miniftrations 
4 at Hertford, as an Afliftant to the aged and 

* worthy Mr. Haworth ; foon after this Mr. Z&- 
4 worth was removed by Death, and the Church 
4 united in their call of him, to the Paftoral Qf- 
4 fice ; this with great relu&ance and felf-diffi- 
4 dence, (after a confiderable time) he was en- 

* couraged to undertake. Here God was with 

* him 5 and for many years, he continued his la- 
4 bours among them with a great degree of ac- 
4 ceptation and fuccefs. During this fituation of 

* his, in 1718, he preached that excellent occa- 
4 fional difcourfe, on the Evil of felf-feeking, in a 

* meeting of Minifters at Royjion - 9 the publication 
* -of which was extorted from him. About the 
4 fame time, He printed a little volume of Ser* 
4 mons on the Per/on of Cbrift^ wherein the Evi- 
4 dence and Importance of his true and proper 
4 Godhead are reprefented in a very clear, and con- 
4 vincing Light. In a year or two after, he pre- 
4 fented the world with another fet of Difcourfes 
4 upon The ftanding ufe of tbt Scriptures ^ 
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4 greatly to the i*fioto$atio* and foruic* of Voung 

* and Old *.-r~FQ r feveral years the Church and 

* Congregation were not a little expofed to the 
4 attempts of feme, who were fond of the JriaH 
4 fentiments wherefore, tho' Mr. Guyft had fe* 
« veral preffing invitations to leave Hertford^ 
f. (particularly when that excellent man the Rev. 

* Mr. Ntfoitt was incapacitated for farther work,) 
' which were greatly to his temporal advantage* 

< yet (as I have often heard hirft fey) he few it 

< clearly to be his Duty, to abide with his dear 

* and worthy flock, as long as there was any dan-* 
4 ger from that quarter : He did fo j and God 

* honoured hkn with ; the greateft fuccefc in his 
4 diligent endeavours for confirming them in 

* the truth. 

* However, a few years after, Providence as 
4 clearly directed his Remove to London: He had 

* for fome time paft, enjoyed but a very imper* 
' ftQt meafure of health ; his ftated labours every 

* Lord's day, were too much for his bodily 

* ftrength; an hc&ic feverifli habit conftantly 

* fucceeded the work of the Sabbath, and that to 
4 a degree which threatened his being wholly laid 
4 afide ; his Phyfician and Friends, rightly judged > 
4 that a change of air and fituation, and the lef* 

* fening his labours, by the help of an affiftant^ 
4 might with the divine bleffing, be a means of 
4 better health : At the fame time, that mourn* 
4 ful providence the death of the Rev. Mr. 

4 Matthew Clark* made way for your unanimous s 
4 and fuccefeful call : He thought it his duty now 
4 to remove ; and he has often mentioned the 
4 argument which a worthy fenior in the mi* 

' niftry 

* There is alfo a volume on the perfon of the Holy Spirit $ 
the Youth's Monitor in fix Sermons to young People ; and * j 
Mwge Odzvo volume of Tingle Sermons* c&\fc&s& V^&hec j 
by the Do&or himfelf in his later yew. 
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* niftry * ufcd with him upon this occafion : It 

* was to thii effeft, 44 There are fcveral reafoos* 
u for a minifter's lawfully leaving his people ; 
4< and this certainly is one, when upon full trial, 

* his Labours are too great for his Health ? 
u Chrift does not call his Servants to kill them- 
" felves in his fervice; He is too good a mafter 
" to require it, and too great an one to need 
" it." 

4 Providence gracioufly fix'd him as Pallor 
4 over you of this Church f, and his mmiltry 
4 was greatly own'd of God, for your Edifica- 
4 tion and Increafe : His fphere of a&ivity and 

* ufefulnefs was pow greatly enlarged* and hd 

* was enabled to exert himfelf to mofx ufeful and 

* important purpofes. 

4 By an uniform, genteel, religious, and friend- 
4 ly carriage* he render'd himfelf dear to his 
4 brethren in the miniftry, and highly valued and 
4 efteemed* by all : His reputation as a Scholar, 
4 Chriftian, and Divine, was widely Jpread, and 
4 his worth was generally known : Accordingly, 
■* in 1732, the Univcrfity of Aberdeen, with- 
4 out his knowledge, conferred on him the degree 
4 of Dodtor in Divinity, of which the Diploma 
4 was fcnt him in the moft refpedtful manner ; 
4 and this title of honour and efteem he ac- 
4 cepted of, with a raodefty and decency, be- 
4 coming the Chriftian. 

4 The Doftor was at this time engaged in pre- 
4 paring a large and excellent work for the prefs ; 
#< I mean his judicious and valuable Parapbra/e 
1 on the New Tejlament, in 3 vols. Quarto. The 
' firft was publiflied 1739, and the whole was 
4 completed in 1752. A Work which cofthira 

E 4 a 

* The Rev. Mr. Bragge. ^ Ttus fel&w&tx^ tccj 
information is cxatf, was Juty ^6, *7*7» 
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4 a great deal of labour and clofe ftudy, and is 

* executed with a great degree of exa&nefs and 

* care : He has fhewn herein his folid Judgment 
4 and Learning, and without any affeftation and 

* needlefs pomp of Criticifm, has given the Reader 
4 as full a view of the feiife of the beft inter- 

* preters, and as comprehenfive an infight into 
4 the fcope and meaning of the New Teftament, 
4 as is likely ever to be met with, in the fame 
4 compafs of words. It is indeed a performance 

* too well known, to need any other, than itsf 
4 own recommendation. 

4 The Dodor was favoured with a confiderable 

* (hare of health for many years ; but in the lat- 
4 ter part of life he was afflidted with a very 

* painful Lamenefs in his Leg, and alfo with a 

* gradual decay of his Sight, till he grew totally 
4 dark*, this it was feared would have put a pe- 
4 riod to his public labors, especially as he had 
4 always ufed his Notes at large : But God af- 
4 forded him his heavenly -Supports, fo that with 

* a remarkable degree of Resignation and Chear- 
' 4 fulnefs he perfevered in his miniftrations as 
4 health permitted, and that with little fenfible 

* inconvenience to any, but himfelf. 

4 The greateft part of his time among 701* 
4 he had for his afliftant his own and only ion, 
4 the Rev. Mr. William Guyfe\ whofe excellent 
4 abilities, and agreeable minifterial talents ren- 
4 der'd it a thing greatly defired both by the 
4 Dodtor and you, for him to have undertaken 
4 the office of co-paftorfliip ; but by his preca- 
4 rious and imperfed health, and perhaps a too 
4 modeft opinion of himfelf, he was deterred from* 
4 accepting that important Charge, and it pleafed 
4 God to remove him by death before his aged 
4 Father, a little more than two years fince. That 
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c affe&ing and mournful providence, it was ge-» 

* nerally apprehended, would have depreffed the 

* good man's fpirits, and unfitted him for farther 

* fervice; but God remarkably fupported, and 

* enabled him with a chearful compofure and ac- 
€ quiefcence in the will of God, to fuftain this 
c fad and grievous trial. He continued frequent-* 
€ ly to appear in his delightful work, with his 
€ ufual firmnefs and alacrity of mind j and. 
f thus he was helped to go on, tho* under fenfible 

* decays of ftrength and vigor, till within a very 

* • few weeks of his deceafe. 

* Dr. Guyfe's chara&er and condudt were uni* 
4 form and amiable in all the various points of 
4 Light. In his religious principles he was fixed, 

* fteady, confident, and open : He was never 
4 afhamed to own what he believed ; or to vin* 
4 dicate it, when it was oppofed. — As a Preacher, 
4 he was endued with excellent and acceptable 
4 minifterial gifts : His Compofures were folid, 

* regular, well digefted, and highly fcriptural ; 

* his knowledge and readinefs in the Scriptures 
f were very remarkable, the number of texts he 

* quoted, chapter and verfe, and for the moft 

* part repeated with exa&nefs, after he had en* 

* tirely loft his fight ; lias been the furprize of 
4 many. — As a Paftor, he was an a&ive, able, 
4 loving and faithful Guide and Enfample to his 
4 Flock, both in faith and pra&ical godlinefs : 

* He ftudied the things which made for peace, 
4 and godly edifying ; and as he had the welfare 
4 of his people greatly at heart, fo there are few 
4 minifters to be found, who are more honoured 
4 and efteemed by their people, than the Do&or 
4 was by you ; and few Churches who have been 
4 blefied with a longer fcene of harmony and 
4 peace between your .minifters and one another : 

E 2 r \ Qi&*> 
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* Give God the glory, for fo great a mercy, andf 
c may you long continue and abound therein,, 
4 thro* the power of the Holy Ghoft. 

. 4 His natural temper (it. is well known) was 
4 exceeding fweet, and engaging ; and he fil- 
4 led up the feveral relations of life in a moft 
■ happy and amiable manner. I am warranted 
€ by thofe that knew him beft, to aflert* that 
« 4 few perfons in the world were more exemplary 
" in Chriftian and relative duties, than qw de- 

* ceafed friend ; it was his conftant ftudy to make 
4i ev^ry one about him happy; the tempers of 
* c feme good people are fuch, that they will not 
4fc well bear to be followed borne; but it Ufa* 
w greatly the reverfe here ; he. was always beft, 
u beloved by thofe, who had the opportunity o£ 

knowing the moft of him/ 

* This kindnefs and goodneft of natural difpo- 

* fition, heightened by a fpirit of real religion, 
4 excited him to an activity which rendered his, 
c life very important and defirable. A great num- 

* ber of poor minifters and others applied to him 

* as their conftant friend and Patron and you 
4 know with what Chriftian zeal and compaffion, 
.* he follicited your yearly liberal contribution inu 
'« fupport of a fund, for fupplying the neceffities 
** of fuch. Religious young men, who were de- 

* fign'd for that facred office,, were alfo fure to 
f find in the Dodor a kind and faithful Advifer, 
4 Patron, and Friend. And as to other needy 

• * and deferving obje&s, tho* he avoided every 

* thing which might feem oftentatious in the dif- 
c pofal of his bounty, I am warranted to fay, he 

* had an heart and hand often open to minjlW to 
4 their neceffities : He made conscience of dif- 

* pofmg of the tenth part of his annual income 
4 to charitable ufcs.— I can't w$ll omit one p#r- 

4 ticulan 
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* ticular more, concerning the fpirit and conduct 

* of our valuable friend. When it was judged ne- 

* ceffary, that fome farther meafurcs fhould be 
f taken, as a means under providence for conti- 
*' nuing to the Churches the fucceflion of an abler 

* Gofpel-miniftry, the Do&or join'd heart and 

* hand, with thofe worthy ministers and gentle- 
4 men who formed themfelves into a Society to* 

* that important End : This worthy Society he 
4 continued a member of to his death ; and tho* 

* 'tis too common a frailty in good men to yield 

* to ficklenefs and difguft, when every thing is 

* not condufted exaftly to their own wifli, the 

* Doctor's good temper and good fenfc kept him 
4 clear from thefe things ; he wifely kept ia view 
4 the importance and ufefufaiefs of the defign, 

* and therefore fteadily perfevered in promoting 
4 its interefts : And I truft the friends of Reli- 
4 gion among us will continue more and more to 

* encourage and promote fo radical and effec- 

* tual a fervice for the Churches.* 

Such was our' much efteemed friend in life : 
But now, as to the clofing fcene ; it is natural to 
be mquifitive, how did he leave the world ? how 
did the Lord deal with him in his lateft mo- 
ments ? Partly from perfonal knowledge, partly 
from proper information, I am enabled to con- 
tinue the delightful narrative. — * His latter End 
4 to a remarkable degree was peace ; he was ena- 
c bled to leave the world witn great compofure, 
4 ferenity, and hope of a blefled immortality. 
4 To friends that attended him, in his left weeks 
4 of confinement, he witnefled a good, a precious 
4 confeflim ; he again and again declared his faith . 
4 firm fixed upon him, who is the Rock of Ages ; 
4 his hopes were alive towards God, without a 
4 diftrefsful cloud ; hopes grounded upon the 
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* blood and righteoufnefs of the dear Redeemer. 
44 Thanks be to God, I have no doubt, no dif* 
44 ficulty upon my mind, as to my eternal ftatc % 
44 if I had, I could not bear what I now feel ! 
44 I know in whom I have believed, here my faith 
14 refts; the peculiar Do&rines of the Gofpel 
44 which I have long preached, are now the fup- 
44 port of my foul, I live upon them every day, 
44 and thence I derive never-failing comfort/ 
4 At another time, 44 How good is my God to 
44 me ! how often has he made good to me that 
44 promife, As thy days, fo fhall thy ftrengtb be.** 
4 His great rcrqueft to the laft, of them that were 
4 about him, was to read the word to him, and 
4 join in prayer with him ; the reading of 2 Cor. 
4 5. was of Angular ufe and fatisfaftion to his 
4 mind ; on which he commented to this efleft : 
4 Ver. 1. For we know that if our earthly boufe 
4 of this tabernacle were difjolved, &c. 44 Oh when 
44 fhall it be diflblved indeed ! when fhall this 
44 mortal put on immortality !* Ver. 2. In this 
4 we groan earneftly, dejiring to 'be cloathed upon, 
4 &c. 44 This, this is my earneft defire ; and 
44 and what I am waiting for.' Ver. 4. For we 
4 that are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur* 
4 dened. 44 For this I groan daily,, and ere long 
41 fhall groan no more.' Ver. 5. Now be that 
4 hath wrought us for the felf fame thing is God*, 
4 who alfo bath given unto us the Earneft of bis 
4 Spirit. 44 This I have, this I do enjoy, and 
44 therefore am 1 confident, — I am not afraid 
44 of Death, I am afraid I fhould err on the other 
44 hand in being too defirous of it.' ^Thus, on 
4 the morning of the Lord's day in which he 
4 died, ftill was it the language of his' heart and 
4 lips, 44 When fhall I get thro* this valley ?' 

4 And 

* Deut. xxxiii. 
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* And fome of the laft words he was capable of 

* pronouncing, fo as to be underftood, were, 
" Oh my God, thou who haft always been wkh 
" me, wilt not leave me.' Sweet confidence ! 
4 and a bleffed readinefs ! With the Apoftle he 
' was defirous to depart, that he might be with 

* Chrift : Mark then the perfedt man, and behold 

* the upright, for the End of that man is peace.' 

I perfuade myfelf you have the more patiently 
attended to this account, becaufe it contains lb 
ftriking a comment upon my text, and is fo lively 
an exemplification of the Charadter and End de- - 
fcribed. Such was the Life, and fuchwas the 
End of this excellent and dear fervant of Jefus 
Chrift. And what lhall I fay farther upon this 
affe&ing occafion ? Indulge me with leave for a 
word or two, by way of improvement. 

This fubjeft affords matter of rich and impor- 
tant inftru&ion to us all. 

i. Let me addrefs you all of this large affem- 
bly, God in the text fpeaks to you all, mark! be- 
bold ! to wit, this farther, this recent inftance and 
exemplification of the grace of God to finful 
men ! you are called to mark the perfeft man, 
not a man who had arrived to a finlefs perfection 
in this life, but a man who had obtained mer:y 
to be faithful and ufeful in his generation ; one 
whom (you have heard) God call'd early in life, 
to be his fon and fervant, and greatly honoured 
thro' life in making him an. happy inftrument 
of much good to precious and immortal fouls. 

Mark then in this inftance, the blefiednefs of 
early undifTembled piety. He was taught when 
very young to enquire after God, and to give 
himfelf up to his fervice and fear. ; and faithful 
you fee is that gracious word, / love them that 
kve me^ and thofe that feet me early $>all 

me* 
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me*. Oh my young hearers ! ye are hone of 
you too young to die, do not think yourfelves 
too young to think of death and eternal things. 
AH are Tinners, all are apoftates from God ! all 
need a Saviour, need 4 new heart, need faith, 
need repentance, need forgivenefs and to be 
cleanfed from your fins, by the blood of the Re- 
deemer ; and without thefe things there is no 
falvation ! Oh ! feek the Lord then* while he may 
be found, &c. Ifa. lv..6. 

Again. Mark the grace, faithfulnefs, and power 
of a Covenant-God towards them that fear him 
in truth : Here was one who Obadiah-like, feared 
the Lord from his youth + ; and what had he to 
atteft upon his dying pillow ? Oh my God, thou 
haft always been with me ! God continually 
ftrengthened, helped, and upheld him, with the 
right hand of his righteoufnefs. To the praife of 
rich and diftinguilhing grace let it be long re-» 
member'd by us all, that during a life of four- 
fcore years, in fixty of which he fuftained-a pub- 
lic character, God fo kept this his dear difcipJe 
and fervant, that no prefumptuous fin, no ble- 

. mUh to his facred charafter, no inconfiftency with 
his holy profeffion, was ever charged upon him 
by any : No, his converfation thro* grace, was as 
became the Gcjpel of Chrijt\\ he was enabled 
greatly to adorn the Doftrine of God his Saviour 
in all things \\ and to live and die a precious pat- 
tern of K nowledge, Temperance, Patience, God- 
linefs, Brotherly Kindnels, and Charity. Oh* 

^ Sirs ! the fervants of Chrift ferve a good Maftcr : 
What a precious teftimony have we here, from 
the dying lips of an aged difciple ! God never 
foribok him all his days ! how encouraging this 

to 



*Vrov. viii. 17. f i Kings rviii. 12,' % Phil. i. 27. 
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to younger Chriftians and Minifters, to hold oh 
fteadfaftly in God's good ways, who has faid ic 
and will alfo (you fee) perform it ! / will never . 
leave thee, nor forfake fhee*. 

Again, let us farther mark this iincere and 
holy man of God, in a long life of activity and 
ufefulntfe in his ftation .:, This, this is the End of 
your Calling, ye are called unto holinefs ! it be- 
comes all the children of fo gracious and faithful 
a God to beftir themfelves in their various fpherea 
of aftipn : God commanded Mofes to fpeak to 
the children of Ifrael, that they go forward \ the. 
beft recipe againft lownefs of ipirits and heart- 
difcouragements, which many complain of, (next 
to looking by faith to the blood of the Covenant 
for pardon and cleanfing) is to exert cur/elves in 
a way of aftive ufefUlnefs j for mark the a£ti,v<£ 
Saint in his End and Exit, and all is peace : What 
ferenityj what compofure, what readinefs, what 
forwardnefs, to depart and make the blefled ex- 
change of worlds ! faith in its due exercife re- 
Verfes the ftrongeft propenfities of nature, and dif- 
arms the pale meflenger Death, of all his terrors. 
Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye Jiedfajl, un~ 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forafmucb as ye know that your Labour is not in 
vain in the Lord f. 

2. To you the affe&ionate mourning Relatives 
of our deceafed friend, and Father ; you cannot 
help feeling the deep impreffions of fo great a 
lofs* forrow, like other floods, muft have its 
courfe ; but ftrive to ttff n your Eye upon the 
brighter fide of the cloud* You have every thing 
to allay your grief, but barely the lofs itfelf * 
God did not take him, till life was his burden, 
and death his defire and his gain. He was re- 

F moved,* 
• Heb. xiii. 5, -V 1 Cot. x*. 
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moved, becaufc Nature itfelf dtfltid ift aid* for 
tatthef dfirfulhtfs and ttpyrrterttS hefc * arrcf 
Grace had- fully ripened h\m fat thfc WttHfl-trf 
Glory. Mark therefore this fcXttcllettt RcktiW 
ih his Life and 'End, biit ht>t ttf fttid' yout* gffef : 
No, rather to felcite your praife to God, that fto* 
brave fo Jong tojpytd fb dear* Piterit arid Ftieftd v 
that you haVfc had the priviliige ©f ft' able, to 
ftithfnk fo lovfag and kind : afi itiftrtiftor Wid 
guide-, fa ptectous art exartipte CO topy *RW; 
t trutt ybti are btefied with a fa* tag acquairttaftce, 
with the fatfm Gf>d wi Chrift \ he fe yctot (*o<J> 
well as he was of thdfe that are gon* beferfe yttu.. 
May this Oori be with yot* and yatias, *fid tti* 
able yora mote and more to penbtefce ift thelf 
ftepsi atfy that ctear young phtiit, Whfeh fetafe 
his name, inherit aH the grace, *irrutt, e*cdfehf 
eies, which Jhone in thfe life a Great Grand- 
father r You had die privilege of being natyft m< 
tirtiately acquainfied with tne fcxcellefogy trf" hit 
fpirit, temper, di^ofhioAv and c6ftdu& y haver 
been taitnefles to that Ipirit of pictj* devofcfcfli* 
patience, and fubtfniffion to God, which, attended 
his mort private and perfonal walk wkfy him : 
Give Qbd the glory of fo bright arc aidteijtioin. 
of real rdigion y and 4bofe things which it ' h&Vt 
both learned and received and #*0r<f and feeb in 
hfm, do \ and the XSod vf feace pall bt with yot 
-^-And, ' 

3. AodlaifHy, Ibyou Yn? worthy Fwetrtfc x>t 
this Chnrch and Congregation a few words mofre* 
and I have done. 

How can I addrefi yon better, ihifo ifrthe'LAto 
guage of the great Apoftle ? ^Remettabw- thefrt- 
" who h#vt had the Rule' overyou, toW have 
" fpoken unto you the Woid of Ififed, whofle faith 

•* follow,. 

* Phil iv. 9. 
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* foilow/confideriftg the End 6f their cdhviria- 
u ttoh*" Thii gfeatly fults your *afe* whd* iti 
Kctfe frtore thah two ye&ty'have loft two fuch va- 
luable Light* in their day, They who now live 
abfrte, iheuid foftg live 0rt yoilt hearts ind itte^ 
atorieS, and particularly you* honored and -Vede- 
f^e ^a^Wi'ntfw il<> mort, ' ■ 

. *> Blefs 6&ti for what He hail done- for him, 
arid done by him ; many of you are his Bpijttes 1 
ttxfl to Gvd-mtffi' and Wilt b* his croWn of 
joitiAg- ajfiothef ; « diy. Wfcft ; God : yo& Have en- 
joyed hfc eitceltottt Life iand Labors for fo long a? 
time ; fewChuWhits are favoured to thfc-digrtte' 
that you have been «, the Lamp of life w&- tab* 
^ tittued terAitffo as long as in the cou*fe of nature, 
oil could be dtfpe&ed to feed theflame : It fc but 
a Uttltf white at l©ngeft 5 that any. of us <janf be of 
fervice to yofcf fouls. 

s. Bids God alfo for your prelent tfieitiesr 
You are not left deftitute, as Sheep without a 
Shepherd : TW Paftors and Minifteis die, CfcHft 
the great Shepherd eve*- lives ; Nor is thh ail the 
coofolattoft in ysarcafe : It was a part of youtf 
judicious Paftor r s care in the decline of life* to 
join Witfi you in looking out fbfr a Minifler like- 
minded with fciitifetf, to join iri the bverfight of 
your fouls; Such an one God ^gtucioirily United 
his and yott choice in, feme yetfs ago Hi* 
Do&rtfe* his fteadiftgfs> hfe fiflWity mid 
ef c©n*erfetiott among yott, you have had *t* 
IfenaW trial «fi ! t«ft he -wdi be enabled -mote 
and ttjppttare hknfetf to God and evety 
Main's confdehce, ad in his fight. - What this 
pFefeftt proviftwtfe is calling you uoy is a moft 
dofe and cordial wneh of hearts and ftflfeftiena 
to-hkn* <5ttfc another. Ctefdi*ftte«Aete a*e 
; w .. •.:•'•..•.,.*■ Fa-. ■ net 

Hcb. 7. f a Cor* u\. a— \TW%«*- 
Af/. /0A11 Stafford. 
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r::owd, becaufe Nature jtfelf denied if* aid*" f° r 
farther itfrfiilhds and iftjoyrrtertts here and 
Grace had folly ripened Mm fot the WdHfl of 
Glory. Mark therefore this iJKtltetit-ReiatiW 
in his Lift and End, but not td f&d you* g^fcf r 
N'o, rather to excite your praife to God, that jM>* 
have fo Jong enjoyed ib dear * Parent arid FWcttd * 
jhar you have had the privilege €>£ fo >fofe* fi> 
taithfnh fo loving and kind an itoftrtiftbr/ *ti&' 
guide-, fo precious at* example to 4 
t truft you are bfefled with a facing acquatoffftc**, 
wirh the farm* God m Chrift * he fe ycttt Go* 
well as he was of thofe that are gone bcfbife y$u> 
May this Obd be with yoo and yena**, and 
able you riote and more to perlevete in 
ffeps i ftwy chat dttir youtfg ptertt, Whkh 
his name, inherit all the gmce* virtues, e*c€ 
eies, which ftorte in the fife tif a Great Gi 
father r You had the priviVege of being m^ft ttt^ 
timately acquainted with, the excellency off hte 
fpirit, temper, difpofinofc* a^<5 conduA - t l*w 
been ^itneift^ to that fpirit of piety „ devot'v 
patience, and fubmiflftm to God, which, attends 
fiis mort private and perfonal walk. wWh 1 
Give Gbd the gtory of fo bright an iUUft 
of real rtJigibh ; and tbofc things wbitf 
both learned and received and he 
Afnty do \ and \ 
Ahd 9 
3- A«*J 
Ais Ctttttch ' 
and I itttte ^ 
Kb* 






